[Evaluation of transendoscopic retrograde cholangio-pancreatography in 151 jaundiced patients].
Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography was performed for possible obstruction of the extra-hepatic bile ducts in 151 patients with jaundice. The endoscope findings (9 cases) and the retrograde cholangiopancreatogram (127 cases) provided a final diagnosis in 131 cases. A correct surgical indication was obtaines in a further 5 cases (90% diagnostic success overall). In 19 cases, unnecessary exploratory laparotomy was avoided by the demonstration of normal extrahepatic ducts. No complications were noted. It is concluded that this technique is virtually free from risks and offers prompt diagnosis in subjects with jaundice. This, of course, has a significant influence on the subsequent treatment.